
& IBC/IFC/NFPA CODE REFERENCE GUIDE

REQUIRED BUILDING SIGNAGE CHECKLIST

✓ Example Sign Type Location Code Reference

Maximum Occupancy Load Assembly Occupancy 
Rooms

2021 IBC Ch. 10, Section 1004.8

In Case of Fire (or) 
In Fire Emergency Sign

Elevator Call Stations 2021 IBC Ch. 30, Section 3002.3 
2021 IFC Ch. 6, Section 604.4

Overhead Exit Sign Exit Egress Doors 2021 IBC Ch. 10, Section 1013.1; 
Section 1013.5

Tactile Exit Sign Exit Egress Doors 2021 IBC Ch. 10, Section 1013.4

Delayed Emergency Egress Doors Exit Egress Doors 2021 IBC Ch. 10, Section 1010.2.13.1

Low-Level Photoluminescent Exit Sign Exit Egress Doors 2021 IFC Ch. 10, Section 1013.2; 
Section 1025.2.6.1

Fire Door Do Not Block (or) 
Fire Door Keep Closed

Fire-Rated Doors 2021 IFC Ch. 7, Section 705.2.2

Photoluminescent No Exit Sign Non-Exit Doors  
(that could be confused 
for Exit Doors)

2021 NFPA 101, Section 7.10.8.3

This checklist includes the most common interior signs required by IBC, IFC, and NFPA safety codes. This is just a guide and not 
all signage will be applicable for all situations. Additional signage may be required by your local fire codes. If you need assistance 
determining if the signage is required, please contact your local fire inspector.



& IBC/IFC/NFPA CODE REFERENCE GUIDE

REQUIRED BUILDING SIGNAGE CHECKLIST

*Every situation is different. Contact your sales rep or customer service if you have any questions concerning the signs you need.

✓ Example Sign Type Location Code Reference

Stairway Identification Sign Interior Stairwells 2021 IFC Ch. 10, Section 1023.9

Tactile Floor Level Sign Interior Stairwells 2021 IFC Ch. 10, Section 1023.11

Area of Refuge (or)
Exterior Area for Asssited Rescue

Refuge Area Doors 2021 IBC Ch. 10, Section 1009.9;  
Ch. 11, Section 1112.1

Photoluminescent Area of Refuge (or)
Exterior Area for Assisted Rescue

Refuge Area Doors 2021 IBC Ch. 10, Section 1009.9

Area of Refuge Instructions Refuge Areas 2021 IBC Ch. 10, Section 1009.11

Two-Way Communication System 
Instructions

Refuge Areas 2021 IBC Ch. 10, Section 1009.6.5; 
Section 1009.8.2

Handicap Accessible Directional Various Public Locations 
(Such as Refuge Area 
Doors, Inaccessible Exits, 
and Elevator Landings)

2021 IBC Ch. 10, Section 1009.10; 
Ch. 11, Section 1112.3


